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To our Scouting family:

Last night, we were all shocked and saddened by the news coming out of
Western lowa. The tornado that ripped through our Little Sioux Scout Ranch left
a terrible wake of destruction in its path. We mourn the lives lost and injuries
suffered as a result of the storm. And we extend our deepest sympathies and
concern to the families of those who were affected.

BSA President John Gottschalk and | have pledged the full support of the
National Council to assist in any way. Particularly during this period of front-line
response, most of the effort is being managed by the outstanding Mid-America
Council. We are grateful for LIoyd Roitstein and his staff, who have shown
remarkable leadership during this very challenging time. The local council has
placed a very high priority on tending to the needs of the impacted families. We
continue to remain in close contact and are helping to coordinate communication
across the local council network. The National Council is prepared to engage
further at any time.

Understandably, we are receiving many calls from all across the country from
staff, volunteers, Scouts, and families who want to be supportive. Thank you,
everyone, for this outpouring of support. We have put into place a process for
properly channeling offers of financial assistance for the impacted families, as
well as interest in volunteering time to the effort. Please forward contact
information and offers of support to our emergency response e-mail at
oomcd@netbsa.org. Right now, we need to give emergency responders and
the local council time to attend to the task at hand. Very soon, the effort will turn
to rebuilding and reconstructing. Upon the determination of exact needs, we will
follow up with you.
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Again, we are deeply saddened by this tragedy. At the same time, however, we
are moved by and proud of the way in which our Scouts, leaders, and the local
council have responded. There is no question that this terrible situation would
have been worse if it were not for the heroic efforts of the young men who were
on the ground when the tornado hit. They epitomize what is so very special about
being a Scout.

Please join me in keeping all of those affected in our thoughts and prayers. God
bless our Scouts.

Yours in Scouting,

Robert J. Mazzuca
Chief Scout Executive



